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The Vision of a Puritan Community

Puritans comprised the largest group of immigrants from England to first settle in the new world. In pursuit of religious freedom and the need to develop a Protestant faith, the Puritans migrated to America (Heimert et al., 13). In their new settlement, they sought to establish an ideal community guided by religious principles. John Winthrop being a political leader laid the basis of the Puritans’ vision.  According to Winthrop, there was the need to establish themselves as “the city upon a hill” (Heimert, 121). The description of the vision and how they have been attained are explained in this essay. The explanations will include the aspects of religion that John Winthrop anticipated to be the foundation of the ideal society as well as the extent of their achievement.
According to Heimert et al., (19), John Winthrop vision of a Puritan community was ideal. The belief in perfect harmony in the community was the basis of Winthrop’s argument. Considering themselves as the chosen people of God, there was need to erect a godly community free from corruption and other ills of the society. His imaginations were that all other people would focus on them as a society to be emulated and show the whole world the greatness of God just like the Israelites (Heimert et al., 70). In his Sermon, from which he drew his vision for the Puritan community using the book of Deuteronomy, Winthrop justified that punishment and suffering would only come as a result of prosecuting carnal intentions. In his vision, if the society were to be founded by religious practices then there would be a perfect harmony and love among the people. 
Secondly, the vision by John Winthrop would be based on religious beliefs. More specifically, the Bible was to be central to all the aspects of behavior and conduct in the community (Heimert et al., 295). It followed that people would exist for the glory of God and all ought to conform to the biblical teachings. As taught in the Bible, the personal and corporate study of the Bible was to be essential to the Puritan community. Through the study of the Bible, they would fulfill the covenants they had with God that is the promise of hard work, grace, and redemption. Brockman (87) explains that due to a proper understanding of the biblical principles, there was to be a high level of moral uprightness. He further pointed out that success and the prosperity would be the evidence of loyalty to God.
Additionally, Winthrop envisioned a Puritan community that would change the existing systems (Bullock, 204). It implies that they were not to be separatists but were to stay in the corrupt societal systems, work with it and change it from within. In his vision, Heimert et al., (382) the Puritans would turn things around for the better because they were to remain a nation under God. Therefore, the process of change would be accomplished by Puritans through governmental and societal pressure. The means to achieve the anticipated changes was through influencing the political environment. In his argument, Brockman (152) also confirms that the Puritans were to modify the social system to be in line with biblical principles to uphold their Christian integrity.
The Puritan community as was imagined by Winthrop above has been relatively attained, thereby, making it attainable but with substantial efforts. It promoted the culture of individualism currently experienced in America (Brockman, 42). Through the personal reading of the Bible, people gained independence from rigid Roman Catholicism. As noted by Bullock (58) due to this, one became a priest for himself or herself and salvation could be achieved through grace. The aspects of religious purity through self-discipline, self-awareness, hard work and self-awareness that Americans enjoy today are as a result of Winthrop’s vision of the Puritan community (Heimert et al., 118). It is the reason why there is the religious freedom that has led to the establishment of several churches.
American leaders still quote Winthrop Sermon in their public speeches. John F. Kennedy, 9th January 1961 cited Winthrop in his address before Massachusetts court. On the other hand, Ronald Reagan while discussing the role Americans continues to play in the world during his farewell speech in 1989, referred to Winthrop (Brockman, 204). As a result, many people in the United States drive their motivation in the belief that they have a duty to perform to the world. The determination initially advocated by Winthrop is a significant contribution to the rise of the America as the World Superpower (Bullock, 336). They have gained political, social and economic influence in the world.
Democratic Rights that the United States of America has attained traces its origin from John Winthrop’s vision of the Puritan community (Heimert et al., 352). Up-to-date, the rights governing voting, elections, speech and leadership are upheld. Winthrop had early in the 17th century imagined of a Puritan community that would respect and show allegiance to its leaders (Bullock, 336). In his ancient belief that the leaders are chosen by God, there exist a joint responsibility among the Americans in upholding and respecting the right of all citizens. Women, for instance, have equal opportunities in leadership positions as men (Heimert 146). Evidently, the presence of women in top government ranks and ministries is an attainment of Winthrop’s vision of the Puritan community.
The vision of Winthrop has been manifested in Americans National character, hard work (Bullock, 227). He firmly believed that acceptance to God would be achieved through hard work. Heimert et al., 83 also explains that the same values are still pursued by the Americans to date. They develop characters by taking risks and pursuing them to the end. In this case, it is the fulfillment of Winthrop’s being set as an “a city upon a hill”. The United States still serves as a role model to several nations. They promote their values, patterns of culture such as education to the rest of the world (Heimert et al., 223). Besides, Bullock (196) believes that the biblical principles that were the basis of Winthrop’s views form the legal framework in the United States. It is used in courts and has established a foundation of the United States Constitution.
In conclusion, John Winthrop’s vision of the Puritan community was founded on religious beliefs. He imagined of an ideal community that would be established amidst the existing social and political systems and would bring changes from within. The democratic changes and the associated freedoms, as well as equal opportunities in leadership among others, are evident in America today. The Puritan community values, principles, and attributes still live with the Americans to-date. It is due to the attainment of the vision in the 17th century that the United States is set as a model for all other nations. 
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